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Newsletter No 4, 2014
Presidents Report:
The year of 2014 is almost gone, and one way and another, it has been a very busy year.
The bus trips keep coming and, while these keep us busy most weeks, they keep a small
steady income stream coming in each month.
The special launch of our new book on Taralga and Its People was a great success with
people coming from everywhere to attend and get a copy of the book. The launch was
made by former Mayor and the President of Violia Trust, Paul Stephenson, who along with
his wife Sue, renewed many old friendships on the day. The Mayor of Upper Lachlan Shire
Council, John Shaw and his wife Suzie were also guests. All speakers congratulated the
compilers of the book, Mary Chalker and Maureen Long, on their excellent production.
This was followed by afternoon tea.
Sales of the new book are still going well and we should soon recoup the outlay in printing
and then all sales will be a plus for us. Our book sales are the best income that we have,
and without them I don’t think we would survive very long.
We have accepted a grant of $1,000 to go towards restoring 1 or 2 of our lead light
windows in the church. There are two windows which need a lot of repair and this will be
at least a good start.
Graham Lambert has managed to get the files on the WW1 soldiers onto a disc, and has it
running continually, with appropriate music in the Nissen Hut. This is proving very popular.
Our Christmas Party is planned for Sunday 14 th December. We will have a quick meeting
at 2pm to tidy up any left-over business for 2014, followed by our party. We have arranged
for a local group to come and provide some musical entertainment for us (I will keep their
name a surprise….you will have to come and see for yourselves). If everyone could bring
a small gift for the Christmas Tree and some nibbles it will help the festive atmosphere. We
will end the afternoon with a BBQ, so will need a few bowls of salad to go with it.
Hoping to see as many as possible of you on 14th, and all of you who live away and can’t
make it:

A Happy Christmas to you all .
Ken Fleming
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Vale

Phyllis Corby
20.7.1925 - 28.8.2014
aged 89 years

Una Rudd (McKenzie)
21.9.2014 at Taree

Our newest book has been released – and is available for
sale from :

TARALGA:
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JEANETTE SM ITH’S GENERAL STORE
PRUE BURFIT GIFT SHOP
M ARY CHALKER 4840 2084
GOULBURN:
M AUREEN LONG 4821 8041
PRICE: $49.00
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This article supplied by John Wylie

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH TARALGA

Drawing by Hilary Connor
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CHRIST THE KING CHURCH TARALGA
Extract from HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN TARALGA
by Patricia Blay

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the opening of Christ the King Catholic Church.
Before the building of this church, mass was celebrated in St. Ignatius Church, the
complex surrounding St Ignatius housed the Church, the school and the convent. The
visiting Priests were accommodated in the house next to the showground known as “The
Hut”.
Fr Austin O’Connor and his parishioners decided it was time for the parish to move into the
20th century. Suitable land was available across from Bannaby Road fronting Macarthur
Street belonging to Mr. M. Charteris. Six acres was purchased for a cost of $700. And so
the Catholic people of Taralga were soon to have a new school and presbytery, second to
none in the Diocese of Goulburn.
After the blessing of the foundation stone for the presbytery Mr. Cecil Mooney proposed
that a subscription list be opened. The sum of $8,700 was placed on the stone. With the
amount already held that made a balance of $12,652.
The convent was built free of debt with donations of $6,000 from local ladies Miss
Margaret Lynch and her sister Mrs. Amy Costello.
These building were opened and occupied free of debt and the parish showed a credit of
$2,600.
The new church was to follow the Celtic Romanesque style and would be built for about
$18,000.
The architect for the project was to be Mr. C. Clancey of Sydney; the contractor, Mr. R.M.
Bowcock of Ashfield.
Work progressed without a hitch and the magnificent building was completed and ready for
opening within six and half months.
That memorable day in the history of the Catholic Church in Taralga was to be October 2 nd,
1934.
While the fund raising was continuing, Fr O’Connor saw to it that work was also
progressing on the mammoth undertaking of the Church construction. The bricks came
from Gulson’s Brickworks in Goulburn, coming to Taralga by rail and were carried to the
site by Mr. William Webb. The sand came from “Guineacor” – some being carried by
Patrick Kelly by dray.
A feature of the Church was to be the enormous sandstone cartwheel style window set
high above the front porch. Coming to Taralga by rail, it arrived embedded in a railway
truck of sand. Mr. William (Gundy) Webb and his helpers then had to undertake the task of
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removing it from the rail truck and transporting it, whole, to the church site. This being
achieved, Mr. Webb was thanked by Mr. Bowcock for a job well done!
The dimensions of the Church are large. It is 35ft wide with seven bays 11ft 8in long. The
Nave consists of six bays extending to the Sanctuary which is 24ft wide and about 20ft
deep. The Nave is 35ft high and has a barrel ceiling, while the Sanctuary has a semi circular dome ceiling.
The walls were constructed with bricks five thick and the bricklayers worked a ten hour
day.
All woodwork within the Church is silky oak with seating capacity for 350 people with an
upstairs gallery. The Sanctuary is paved in terrazzo. The entrance to the Church is
complemented by a semi-circular porch, with circle on circle synthetic stone arches carried
on circular spiral brick columns. The arches and columns used have specially gauged
bricks, also fired at Gulsons. The roof has full glazed tiles.
October 2nd 1934 saw 600 people present for the official opening performed by Bishop
Barry. The total cost of the church was then announced $18,506.99 including architect’s
fees. A collection was then taken up and a further $3,600 was generously donated.
Also present on that day was Rev. B. McPhillips of West Wyalong, who, many years later
was to become Taralga’s Parish Priest.
Following the opening of the Church of Christ the King many other lovely fittings have
been donated to the church in the memory of the loved ones of many parishioners of the
Taralga district. The new church used the wooden alter taken out of St. Ignatius’ Church for
many years until 1946 when Mr. Jim Fitzgibbon of Ruffies Flat, Golspie, donated $400
towards the cost of a magnificent High Alter. Crafted from Wombeyan marble, the alter
was carved and dressed by Italian craftsmen and installed in the church. The marble pulpit
was installed at the same time.
The alter rails (which have now been removed) of silky oak with stainless steel supports,
were donated by Mrs. M. Mudie of the Hotal Taralga in memory of her late husband.
The church holds beautiful statue groups, among these being: The Lourdes Shrine,
donated by the Children of Mary Sodality 1934; The Sacred Heart group donated by the
Sacred Heart Sodality. One of the most inspiring groups in the church is the Calvery group.
Positioned high above the main altar, this group was donated by Tilly Barry, Annie Barry
and Mrs. Grace Hoare. The Calvery Cross at the church entrance carries the inscription:
Of your Charity, Pray for the Souls of J.J. and Johanna Lynch.
Other church statues honour Ave Maria donated by Mr. J. Barry Jnr; St. Therese donated
by the Hibernian Society 1934, as was the statue of St. Francis Xavier. The statue of St.
Joseph was erected by Lady F.P. Kelly in memory of her late husband, Sir Francis P. Kelly
1934.
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The large brass candle holder in the Sanctuary was donated by Clem and Mollie Chalker
in memory of the Sacred wounds.
On the High Alter are six large candle holders, each has been presented to the Church by
local families. The six inscriptions are as follows:
1. Presented by William Miskelly in memory of his Parents, Ellen Miskelly died
23.11.1904, and John Miskelly, died 25.5.1925
2. Presented by W.E. and Mrs. Alders in memory of Eliza Alders (nee Connor) died
8.7.1921, and Ethel Alders, died 29.12.1934.
3. Presented by Thomas Carlon in memory of his brother Joseph Walter Carlon, who
died 4.11.1947.
4. Presented by Dave Mullaney and Family in memory of Ivy Mullaney who died
6.11.1946.
5. Presented by Pat Keogh in memory of Margaret Keogh, died 23.1.1942 and
Stephen Keogh who died 25.11.1947.
6. Presented by Adrian McDonnell in memory of his parents Robert and Jessie
McDonnell.
In 1979 the family of the late F. Kelly donated two floodlights to the church in his memory.
Another outstanding feature of the beautiful Church is the fourteen Stations of the Cross.
Situated high on the church walls in the usual manner, the Stations are depicted in full
colour and all have been donated to the church by worthy parishioners.
1. The gift of Sarah Chalker in memory of her parents and brother.
2. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Phil Elliott in memory of their parents.
3. The gift of Margaret Lynch and Mrs. Costello in memory of parents, brother and
sister.
4. The gift of Margaret and Steve Keough in memory of their parents.
5. The gift of Mrs. Wm. And Ena Aylward in memory of Patrick, Mary and William
Aylward.
6. In memory of our parents, James and Edward Keough, and our brothers Thomas
and Patrick, Erected by Catherine Mary and Bridget Keough.
7. The gift of Mrs. Wm. and Ena Aylward in memory of John, Mary and William
Aylward and Dennis Quinn.
8. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. George Chalker in memory of their parents.
9. The gift of Miss Kate Maher in memory of her parents, brothers and sisters.
10. The gift of John Mooney in memory of his parents, Patrick and Catherine Mooney.
11. The gift of Councillor and Mrs. J.J. Walsh in memory of their parents and relatives,
12. The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Garry McDonnell in memory of deceased relatives and
friends.
13. Erected by the Corby Family in memory of Phoebe
14. The gift of Mrs. George Whipp in memory of her late husband.
At each entrance to the church is a holy water font. Of the same sandstone that appears
on the exterior of the church, these are fashioned in a scalloped shape and faced with
Wombeyan marble.
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In pride of place at the main entrance is the Honour Roll to commemorate those who gave
so generously to build the church.
Mrs. J. Parkman $2000
M. and A. Lynch $2000
$200 from following
Mr. and Mrs. T. Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. P. Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Fitzgibbon Snr.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Venn and Son
John Venn
Miss Venn
Wm. Miskelly
D. McRae
T.C. Mooney
Miss M.A. Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. M.F. Keough
Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Keough
Mr. and Mrs. C. Mooney
Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Connor
Mr. and Mrs. J.F. Connor
John Fitzgibbon
L. Bridge
R. Bowcock
G. Clancey
A.H. Connor
J.D. Keough
The following collected
Children of Mary and School Children $600
Holy Name Men $200
D. Croker $200
T. Galvin $200
E.A. Connor $200
Mr. and Mrs. J. Cussack $200 Gift.
M.J. McAlister $200
An 80th anniversary Mass was celebrated on 16 th November 2014 with
confirmation by Archbishop Christopher Prowse and the presentation
of:
Russell Chalker - the first Baptism in the Church
Sr. Paulinus (Eula Croker), her brother Joe Croker and Phyllis (Chalker)
Walsh who were in the first Confirmation class in the Church
Greg Moloney representing his parents John and Hazel whose wedding
was the first in the Church.
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Programme
December 14 2pm: CHRISTMAS PARTY (following short meeting)
PLEASE BRING:
SMALL GIFT FOR UNDER THE TREE
SOME NIBBLES
SALAD FOR BBQ

Museum Duty
December 7
December 14
December 21
December 28

Michael & Annette Chalker, Jeff & Judy Chalker, Peter Davies
Pat & Bob Blay, Mary Balfour, Ray Shiel
Joan Scott, Maureen Long, Esma Faucett, Robin Cole
Graham Lambert, Margaret Lang, Michele Gardner

January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Mary Chalker, Sandra Keith, Margaret McAlister
Ian & Kath Hartley, Jennifer Lamb
Joan Scott, Maureen Long, Esma Faucett, Robin Cole
Ken & Joyce Fleming, Jason Voorwinden, Andrew Moore

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Mick & Annette Chalker, Jeff & Judy Chalker, Peter Davies
Max & Glennis Wright, Pat Murray
Joan Scott, Maureen Long, Esma Faucett, Robin Cole
Pat & Bob Blay, Allan Robertson, Judith Matthews

March 1

Ken & Joyce Fleming, Robert Rabjohns, Leonie Cooley

Maureen Long Editor
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